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IMPORTANT DEFINITIONS 
 U.S.-India Climate and Clean Energy Agenda 2030 Partnership (noun) – The United States and India 

launched a new high-level, “U.S.-India Climate and Clean Energy Agenda 2030 Partnership,” to create 
stronger bilateral cooperation on actions in the current decade to meet the goals of the Paris Agreement. 

 greenhouse gas (noun) – heat-trapping gas; a gas (such as water vapor, carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous 
oxide, etc) in the atmosphere that absorbs and emits radiation, causing the greenhouse effect and warming 
of Earth’s temperature.  

 The Leaders (Virtual) Summit on Climate, April 22 & 23, 2021 (noun) – President Biden invited 40 world 
leaders to the Leaders Summit on Climate on April 22 and 23, 2021 to galvanize efforts by the major 
economies to tackle the climate crisis. The Leaders Summit on Climate will underscore the urgency – and 
the economic benefits – of stronger climate action. It will be a key milestone on the road to the United 
Nations Climate Change Conference (COP26) this November in Glasgow. 

 The International Energy Agency (IEA) (noun) – The IEA is at the heart of global dialogue on energy, 
providing authoritative analysis, data, policy recommendations, and real-world solutions to help countries 
provide secure and sustainable energy for all. The IEA was created in 1974 to help co-ordinate a collective 
response to major disruptions in the supply of oil. 

 Open source technology/software (noun) – A technology/software for which the original source code is 
made freely available and may be redistributed and modified according to the requirement of the user. 
Open source technology/software is that by which the source code or the base code is usually available for 
modification or enhancement by anyone for reusability and accessibility. 

 net zero emissions/carbon neutrality (noun) – it means annual zero net CO2 emissions; Carbon neutrality 
means every ton of anthropogenic (human-caused or influenced) CO2 emitted is compensated with an 
equivalent amount of CO2 removed (e.g. via carbon sink or carbon sequestration). 

 Seventh Fleet (noun) – Established on March 15, 1943, it is the largest forward-deployed U.S. fleet with 60 
to 70 ships, 300 aircraft and 40,000 Navy and Marine Corps personnel. (“the fleet” means a country’s navy). 

 USS Enterprise (CVN-65) (noun) – the first nuclear-powered aircraft carrier and the largest active warship in 
the world when commissioned by the US Navy in November 1961. But it is now decommissioned 
(withdrawn from service). 

 government-in-exile (noun) – a government temporarily moved to a foreign land as their territory/country 
is occupied by another country. The government-in-exile is unable to exercise legal power. They plan to 
return to their country after it is liberated and regain formal power.  

 Indo-Soviet Treaty, 1971 (noun) – The Indo–Soviet Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation was a 
treaty signed between India and the Soviet Union in August 1971 that specified mutual strategic 
cooperation. It had a direct impact on the decisive battle between India and Pakistan in the eastern war 
theatre. The treaty expedited the Bangladesh War of Independence. The treaty was a significant deviation 
from India’s previous position of non-alignment in the Cold War and the prelude to the Bangladesh war. 
The Indo-Soviet treaty was later adopted as the India-Bangladesh Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation in 
1972. 

 Treaty of Peace and Friendship 1972 (noun) – The India– Bangladesh Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and 
Peace was a treaty that was signed on 19 March 1972 forging close bilateral relations between India and 
the newly established state of Bangladesh. 

 global warming (noun) – it is the unusually rapid increase in Earth’s average surface temperature over the 
past century primarily due to the greenhouse gases released as people burn fossil fuels.  

 Paris Agreement/Accord/pact (noun) – The Paris Agreement builds upon the Convention (agreement) and 
for the first time brings all nations into a common cause to undertake ambitious efforts to combat climate 
change and adapt to its effects, with enhanced support to assist developing countries to do so. 

 intelligence agency (noun) – a government agency responsible for the collection, analysis, and exploitation 
of information in support of law enforcement, national security, military, and foreign policy objectives. 
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 parasite (noun) – it is a 2019 South Korean black/dark comedy thriller film. (Black/dark comedy is a comedic 
style that makes fun out of ordinarily taboo (objectionable topics and events) subjects). 

 The Academy Awards/Oscars (noun) – The Academy Awards/Oscars are the annual awards for artistic and 
technical achievement in the film industry. They are regarded as the most famous and prestigious awards in 
the entertainment industry around the world. Given annually by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences (AMPAS). 

 the Cold War (noun) – The Cold War was a state of political and military tension after World War II between 
powers in the Western Bloc (the United States and a group of countries) and powers in the Eastern Bloc 
(the Soviet Union and a group of countries). 

 Defense Production Act (DPA) (noun) – It allows the federal government to force companies to increase 
the production of critical supplies during national emergencies. It gives the executive branch substantial 
powers. It allows the president, largely through executive order, to direct private companies to prioritize 
orders from the federal government. The president is also empowered to “allocate materials, services, and 
facilities” for national defense purposes, and take actions to restrict hoarding of needed supplies. 

 Public Sector Enterprise/Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) (noun) – Companies owned by the Union 
Government of India or one of the many state or territorial governments or both together in parts. The 
company stock is majority-owned by the government in a PSU. 

 Congress (noun) – legislative assembly, parliament; The United States Congress is the bicameral (two 
chambers) legislature of the federal government of the United States, and it consists of two chambers: the 
House of Representatives and the Senate. 

 Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) (noun) – the WTO Agreement 
on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) is the most comprehensive multilateral 
agreement on intellectual property (IP). It plays a central role in facilitating trade in knowledge and 
creativity, in resolving trade disputes over IP, and in assuring WTO members the latitude to achieve their 
domestic policy objectives. It frames the IP system in terms of innovation, technology transfer and public 
welfare. The Agreement is a legal recognition of the significance of links between IP and trade and the need 
for a balanced IP system. 

 open license (noun) – a set of conditions applied to an original work that grants permission for anyone to 
make use of that work as long as they follow the conditions of the license. 

 The Indo-Pacific (region) (noun) – the Indo-Pacific region refers to the confluence (convergence) of the 
Pacific and Indian Oceans, which interconnect in Southeast Asia (Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, Philippines, 
Malaysia, Singapore, and more). 

 Quad/Quadrilateral (noun) – The ‘Quadrilateral’ is described as four democracies (the United States, Japan, 
Australia and India) with a shared objective to ensure and support a “free, open and prosperous” Indo-
Pacific region. 

 South & North Block (noun) – South Block is a metonym of the Prime Minister’s Office. North Block is a 
metonym of the Ministry of Finance, India. (The Secretariat Building (consists North & South Block) or 
Central Secretariat is where the Cabinet Secretariat is housed, which administers the Government of India. 
The South Block houses the Prime Minister’s Office, Ministry of Defence, and the Ministry of External 
Affairs). The North Block primarily houses the Ministry of Finance and the Home Ministry). (Metonym is 
used as an alternative for something else with which it is closely related/associated). 

 Ottoman Empire (noun) – The Ottoman Empire (1301-1922) was one of the largest and longest, lasting 
Empires in history. It was an empire inspired and sustained by Islam, and Islamic institutions. It was an 
Islamic kingdom centered in Turkey. 

 North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) (noun) – NATO was created in 1949 by the United States, 
Canada, and several Western European nations to provide collective security against the Soviet Union. 

 concentration camp (noun) – a place where people are concentrated and imprisoned without trial. They 
are a way for modern states to segregate groups of civilians by placing them in a closed or isolated location 
via special rules that are distinct from a country’s main system of rights and punishments. The term 
“concentration camp” is often reserved for the locations of the most serious human rights abuses. 
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 Caucasus (noun) – a mountainous region (of south-eastern Europe and south-western Asia) between the 
Black Sea and the Caspian Sea and mainly occupied by Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, and parts of Southern 
Russia. 

 S-400 (Triumf) missile defence system (noun) – Developed by Russia, the S-400 (Triumph/Triumf) air 
defence system integrates a multifunction radar, autonomous detection and targeting systems, anti-aircraft 
missile systems, launchers, and command and control centre. It is capable of firing three types of missiles to 
create a layered defence. The S-400 is capable of destroying incoming hostile aircraft, missiles and even 
drones within a range of up to 400 km. It has a tracking capability of nearly 600 km. 

 F-35 fighter jet (noun) – an American family of single-seat, singleengine, all-weather stealth multirole 
combat aircraft that is intended to perform both air superiority and strike missions. It is also able to provide 
electronic warfare and intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance capabilities. The F-35 is optimized to 
be a multirole fighter, with the ability to perform air-to-air, air-to-ground and intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance (ISR) missions. 

 lockdown (noun) – an emergency protocol implemented by the authorities that prevents people from 
leaving from a place; An extended state of confinement/encirclement/isolation of a person by the 
authority. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new disease; The illness spreads around the world and 
typically affects a large number of people across a wide area. 

 positivity rate (noun) – the proportion of positives to total tests done for disease; the percentage of tests 
that are turning out to be positive for disease; the rate at which people getting tested for disease receive 
positive results. 

 coronavirus (CoV) (noun) – a large family of viruses that cause illness ranging from the common cold to 
more severe diseases. common signs of infection include respiratory symptoms, fever, cough, shortness of 
breath and breathing difficulties. In more severe cases, infection can cause pneumonia, severe acute 
respiratory syndrome, kidney failure and even death. 

 containment (noun) – an act of keeping something (harmful) under control (it means quickly identifying 
cases of coronavirus through testing, placing infected individuals in isolation, tracking who infected persons 
might have been in contact with and potentially quarantining those who came into contact with infection 
so that the disease doesn’t continue to spread). 

 immunisation (noun) – the process whereby a person is made immune or resistant to an infectious disease, 
typically by the administration of a vaccine. Vaccines stimulate the body’s own immune system to protect 
the person against subsequent infection or disease. 

 Universal Immunisation (Programme) (UIP) (noun) – Immunization Programme in India was introduced in 
1978 as ‘Expanded Programme of Immunization’ (EPI) by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 
Government of India. In 1985, the programme was modified as ‘Universal Immunization Programme’ (UIP) 
to be implemented in a phased manner to cover all districts in the country by 1989-90 with one of the 
largest health programmes in the world. In India’s national Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP), the 
policy is defined, vaccines procured and supplied by the Union government and vaccination implemented 
by State governments. 

 Oxford vaccine/Covishield (noun) – (ChAdOx1 nCoV-19) or (AZD1222) is a COVID-19 vaccine candidate 
developed by Oxford University and AstraZeneca, UK Ltd. (named Covishield in India). Serum Institute of 
India (SII), a biotechnology company has partnered with global pharma giant AstraZeneca and Oxford 
University for this vaccine candidate ‘Covidshield’. 

 Covaxin (noun) – India’s first indigenous COVID-19 vaccine candidate (COVAXIN) developed by a 
Hyderabad-based company (Bharat Biotech) in collaboration with the ICMR (The Indian Council of Medical 
Research). 

 public health (noun) – the branch of medicine handling public health; public health is also the science of 
protecting and improving the health of people and their communities through education, policy making and 
research for disease and injury prevention. 
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 frontline staff/worker/responder/personnel (noun) – a person who is among the first to arrive and provide 
assistance at the scene of an emergency. First/front line workers/responders typically include paramedics, 
emergency medical technicians, police officers, firefighters, sanitary workers & etc. 

 herd immunity (noun) – also known as “population immunity”; it refers to a means (ways) of protecting a 
whole community from disease by immunizing a critical mass of its populace (population). It is also defined 
as a form of indirect protection from infectious disease that occurs when a large percentage of a population 
is immune to an infection, thereby providing a measure of protection for individuals who are not immune. 

 candidate vaccine mRNA-1273 (noun) – mRNA-1273 is an mRNA vaccine candidate which was co-
developed by Moderna and investigators from NIAID’s Vaccine Research Center. 

 asthma (noun) – It is a disease characterized by recurrent attacks of breathlessness and wheezing, which 
vary in severity and frequency from person to person. This condition is due to inflammation (swelling as a 
result of infection) of the air passages in the lungs and affects the sensitivity of the nerve endings in the 
airways so they become easily irritated. In an attack, the lining of the passages swell causing the airways to 
narrow and reducing the flow of air in and out of the lungs. 

 prevalence (noun) – it refers to the number of cases of a disease that are present in a particular population 
at a given time whereas “incidence” refers to the number of new cases that develop in a given period of 
time. 

 social/physical distancing (noun) – a term that means actively avoiding crowded public places, is a key 
element in decreasing the rapid spread of COVID-19. This is an effort intended to limit exposure by reducing 
face-to-face contact and preventing spread among people in community settings. 

 community transmission (noun) – community spread/transmission means spread of an illness/disease for 
which the source of infection is unknown. An infected person has no travel history to an affected area and 
no known contact with a person previously diagnosed with a particular disease. It is possible the patient is 
exposed to a returning traveler who is infected. 

 local transmission (cluster) (noun) – local spread/transmission means spread of an illness/disease for which 
the source of infection is known. An infected person has a travel history to an affected area. We could able 
to identify and trace individual cases, and ring-fence a cluster (of them) to prevent the spread of infection.  

 generic-drugs (noun) – unbranded drugs; copies of brandname drugs that contain the same chemical 
substance as a drug that was originally protected by chemical patents. 

 Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA) (noun) – DNA is an important biological macromolecule (nucleic acid) that 
replicates and stores genetic information. It is a blueprint for all genetic information contained within an 
organism. DNA has two strand structure. DNA is found in the cell’s nucleus. 

 sanctions (noun) – action taken, or an order given to force a country to obey international laws by limiting 
or stopping trade with that country, by not allowing economic aid for that country, etc. 

 republic (noun) – a group of people involved in a particular activity with certain equality; “The Republic” is a 
form of government in which a state (country) is ruled by elected representatives of the people (citizen 
body). 

 intellectual property (noun) – a category of property that includes intangible creations of the human 
intellect. The most well-known types are copyrights, patents, trademarks and trade secrets. 

 world/international/global order (noun) – the arrangement of power and authority that provides the 
system for the conduct of diplomacy and world politics in relation to the entire world. 

 nation-state (noun) – a state (country) in which a great majority shares the same culture and is conscious of 
it. The nation-state is an ideal in which cultural boundaries match up with political boundaries. An 
independent state consists of people from one particular national group. 

 Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) (noun) – It was a court-like restorative justice body assembled 
in South Africa after the end of apartheid. Witnesses who were identified as victims of gross human rights 
violations were invited to give statements about their experiences, and some were selected for public 
hearings. 

 civil society (noun) – civil society refers to the space for collective action around shared interests, purposes, 
and values, generally distinct from government and commercial for-profit actors.  
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 Returning Officer (noun) – A Returning Officer is responsible for overseeing the election in a constituency. 
The Returning Officer’s duties include accepting and scrutinising nomination forms, publishing the affidavits 
of candidates, allotting symbols to the contesting candidates, preparing the list of contesting candidates, 
preparing the EVMs and VVPATs, training polling personnel, designating counting centres, and counting the 
votes and declaring the result. 

 restorative justice (noun) – it is a theory of justice that emphasizes repairing the harm caused by criminal 
behavior. It is best accomplished through cooperative processes that allow all willing stakeholders to meet, 
although other approaches are available when that is impossible. 

 electoral bond (noun) – an electoral bond is designed to be a bearer instrument like a Promissory Note — 
in effect, it will be similar to a bank note that is payable to the bearer on demand and free of interest. It can 
be purchased by any citizen of India or a body incorporated in India. it allows limitless, secret donations to 
political parties, including (and especially) by corporations. 

 central agencies (plural noun) – the central agencies are organizations in the executive branch that co-
ordinate the activities of, and provide guidance to the operating ministries and agencies; e.g. Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI), Directorate of Enforcement (ED), Income Tax Department (IT) and etc. 

 isolationist (noun) – a person who believes in or advocates isolation (a policy of remaining apart from the 
affairs or interests of other groups, especially the political affairs of other countries). 

 subsidy (noun) – also called subvention; a financial contribution granted to help an industry or business, 
mostly given by a government, in order to keep the price of service/goods at a low level. 

 espionage (noun) – the act of spying; obtaining secret or confidential (political or military) information of a 
country and/or disclosing it without the permission of that country; undercover work, infiltration, counter-
intelligence. 

 National Security Act (NSA) (noun) – Put simply, the NSA empowers the Centre or a State government to 
detain a person to prevent him from acting in any manner prejudicial to national security. The government 
can also detain a person to prevent him from disrupting public order or for maintenance of supplies and 
services essential to the community. The maximum period for which one may be detained is 12 months. But 
the term can be extended if the government finds fresh evidence. 

 black market (noun) – a marketplace, whether physical or virtual, where goods or services are exchanged 
illegally; underground economy or shadow economy; illegal trade, unlawful trade, illicit trade, lawbreaking 
trade. 

 contempt of court (noun) – the offense of being disobedient to or disrespectful toward a court of law and 
its officers in the form of behavior that opposes or defies the authority, justice and dignity of the court. 

 Nineteen Eighty-Four (noun) – English novelist George Orwell’s dystopian novel “Nineteen Eighty-Four” 
published in 1949. Thematically, Nineteen Eighty-Four centres on the consequences of totalitarianism, mass 
surveillance, and repressive regimentation of persons and behaviours within society. More broadly, the 
novel examines the role of truth and facts within politics and the ways in which they are manipulated. Yet 
today, by some measures, Orwell’s (dystopian) world is finally coming into being. 2021 is the new 1984. The 
Ministry of Love, the Ministry of Peace, the Ministry of Plenty, and the Ministry of Truth are the four 
ministries of the government of Oceania in the 1949 dystopian novel Nineteen Eighty-Four, by George 
Orwell.  

 The Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) (noun) – The Prime Minister’s Office consists of the immediate staff of 
the Prime Minister of India, as well as multiple levels of support staff reporting to the Prime Minister. 

 price gouging (noun) – it refers to the action/practice of sellers trying to take unfair advantage of 
consumers during an emergency or disaster or crisis by unreasonably & excessively increasing prices for 
essential consumer goods and services. 
 

IDIOMS & PHRASES 
 once bitten, twice shy – used to say that a bad 

experience (endured by doing something for the 
first time) makes a person to be very careful while 
doing it a second time. 
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 a shot in the arm – (figuratively) boost, fillip, 
stimulus, impetus, encouragement; (literally) an 
injection of drugs. 

 act of omission and commission – act of omission 
and commission are, respectively, things someone 
failed to do, and things someone has done. 

 fall through the cracks – to not be noticed; to go 
unnoticed, to be overlooked. 

 in the thick of – in the most active or central part 
of a specific (& complex) situation or activity; a 
central/major role in a situation. 

 lightning never strikes the same place twice – 
used to express that a very unusual event is not 
likely to happen again to the same person or in the 
same place. (e.g. winning a game of chance like 
the lottery). 

 be caught in a time loop/warp – to be old-
fashioned and remain unchanged from a time in 
the past. 

 open a wound – to remind someone of a painful, 
tragic, or unfortunate past event/situation. 

 the ink is barely dry – things change very quickly 
right after an agreement/contract is made 
between two people (things change even before 
the ink is dry, i.e, the ink is still wet on the 
agreement/contract document which has just 
been made). 

 quid pro quo – “something for something”; 
support in exchange for something. 

 throw down the gauntlet – challenge, confront, 
dare. 

 a pat on the back – praise, honour, 
commendation, applause. 

 show the way – do something at first to suggest 
others what should be done. 

 leave someone to their own devices – leave 
someone to do what he/she wants to do (without 
someone else monitoring him/her). 

 by hook or by crook – by any means/methods 
possible (be taken to accomplish a goal whether 
they are morally right/wrong). 

 drop off the grid – it means that something is not 
attracting a lot of attention anymore. 

 kernel of truth – a small part that is true; A core 
accuracy at the heart of a claim/narrative which 
also contains dubious elements. 

 shell/shadow of its former self – reduced in 
vigour or strength (that means someone/ 
something is not as powerful as earlier). 

 shock and awe – a shocking and intimidating 
strategy/tactics used to achieve something. 

 beside the point – irrelevant, immaterial, 
unimportant, not to the point. 

 hold fast – believe in an idea/principle and follow 
it. 

 take into account – consider, take into 
consideration, have regard to, reckon with. 

 at home – in one’s own country. 
 rather than – instead of. 
 at the heart of – at the most important part of. 
 for instance – as an example. 
 make clear – explain, clarify, elucidate. 
 stay the course (idiom) – work hard till the end to 

accomplish the task. 
 in concert – working together. 
 in vain – unsuccessfully, without success, with no 

result. 
 play a part/role – contribute to, be instrumental 

in, be a factor in. 
 behind the scenes – secretly, privately, 

surreptitiously. 
 prepare the ground – to pave the way, 

plan/organize, make it easier for future 
(development). 

 let alone – to say nothing of; not to mention. 
 in the midst of – in the middle of. 
 (with) each passing day – day by day. 
 a free hand – licence, freedom, latitude, leeway, 

flexibility. 
 in terms of – with regard to, 

regarding/concerning, in connection with. 
 due to – because of, owing to, on account of, as a 

result of. 
 kind of – rather, to some extent, somewhat, fairly. 
 make the cut – equal or better the (standard) 

score to avoid elimination. 
 bring alive – if something brings alive, it makes 

something else seem more interesting, lively, or 
realistic. 

 in sync – working well together, in agreement. 
 in view of – because of, as a result of, taking into 

consideration. 
 make a point – to deliberately make an effort to 

do something, put emphasis on something, to give 
one’s attention to do something. 

 make public – announce, communicate, make 
known, disseminate. 

 in the short term – in the near future. 
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 in the long term – over a long period of time; in 
the future. 

 in light of – considering, taking into account, 
keeping in mind. 

 the fact that – used to refer to a particular 
(present/existing) situation. 

 there is no denying – it is undoubtedly true. 
 fulfil a promise – you do what you said you would 

do. 
 pay attention – heed, attend, be attentive, 

concentrate on. 
 all the more – much more, even more. 
 on the one hand – it is used to introduce the first 

of two contrasting different, points, facts, or ways 
of looking at something. It is always followed later 
by “on the other hand” or ‘on the other’. 

 on account of – because of, owing to, due to, by 
virtue of. 

 as a result – subsequently, therefore, thus. 
 nothing short of – nothing less than. 
 out of reach – beyond the capability of someone 

to achieve something. 
 time and again – often, frequently, repeatedly. 
 pay the price/cost – experience the bad/ 

unpleasant result of something; sacrifice, loss. 
 flow from – come from, originate from, emanate 

from. 
 put in place – establish, set up, create/form 
 in order – appropriate, fitting, suitable, 

acceptable. 
 draw to a close – to come to an end. 
 in short supply – not enough, scarce, insufficient, 

deficient, inadequate. 
 on paper – in theory, theoretically, hypothetically, 

supposedly. 
 so far – until now, up to the present, up to this 

point. 
 in the aftermath of – as a consequence of, as a 

result of. 
 on edge – tense, nervous, edgy, anxious, 

apprehensive. 

 hold someone accountable for – blame someone 
for something. 

 as it stands – in the present condition. 
 put to rest – to stop people from concerning/ 

doubting about an issue by explaining/resolving it. 
 in the absence of – without. 
 tilt the scales/balance – to change the balance of 

a situation, so that one side is gaining advantage. 
 in action – functioning, working, up & running. 
 rise to the challenge – tackle a difficult situation 

successfully. 
 nothing more than – only. 
 of no avail – of no use; of no advantage. 
 at last – finally, in the end, eventually, ultimately. 
 make a mockery of – make something look 

foolish/absurd. 
 get the better of – defeat, beat, overcome, 

conquer. 
 difference of opinion – disagreement. 
 at stake – at issue, at risk; or in question. 
 on one’s own – alone, all alone, by oneself, all by 

oneself, independently, single-handedly. 
 turn up the heat on – to pressure/pressurize 

someone to do something. 
 burn/blow a hole in – ruin, spoil, disrupt, upset. 
 take for granted – understand, assume, presume 

(something is true without cross-questioning it); 
For example, if people take something for granted, 
they do not place much value on it. Or you believe 
it to be true, real or expected. 

 stop short of – balk at, shy away from, recoil from, 
draw back from. (“balk at” means “be unwilling to, 
be reluctant to, refuse to (do/accept something, 
because it is difficult, threatening, unpleasant, 
etc.”). 

 at the hands of – (suffer, get hurt & be treated 
badly) as a consequence of someone’s actions. 

 among other things – used to indicate that there 
are several more things like the one mentioned, 
but that you do not intend to mention them all. 

 

PHRASAL VERBS 
 put (something) on (someone) – cause someone 

to be subject to something. 
 clamp down on – prevent, stop, put an end to; 

keep under control. 
 live through – survive, endure, go through, 

undergo, experience. 

 think ahead – consider, contemplate, give thought 
to, deliberate about, weigh up, mull over, chew 
over, reflect on. 

 press forward – to continue making progress 
despite opposition/difficulty; proceed forward, 
push forward, advance. 



 

8 

 

WEEKLY VOCAB DIGESTIVE – 5th WEEK of APRIL 2021 

 1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRPF Square, Bhubaneswar-750015 

Ph. : 8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 border on – come close to, come near to, be near 
to; be comparable to, approximate/similar to, be 
tantamount to. 

 put through – begin something and see it through 
to a successful end. 

 kick in – come into operation, come into effect. 
 swear in – admit into office, inaugurate, introduce 

(into office). 
 beat off – defeat, win, beat, overcome. 
 shell out – pay out, spend, expend. 
 factor in – take into account, take into 

consideration, consider. 
 push aside – ignore, dismiss, disregard, brush 

aside, turn down, spurn. 
 steam up – to make something covered with 

steam (heat); panic, become agitated, become 
very angry, go wild. 

 carve out – establish, develop, create something 
(by taking something from a larger whole) with 
effort. 

 shake off – deal with, handle, tackle, recover from 
something (e.g. an illness/feeling). 

 clean up – tidy up, neaten, cleanse, purify; 
reorganize, restore. 

 rake in – to make/earn a lot of money. 
 beef up – strengthen, reinforce, consolidate, 

improve. 
 go in for – undertake, engage in, get involved in, 

join in, enter into. 
 drive down – to make the price of something 

reduce to a lower level. 
 let down – fail to support, abandon, neglect. 
 descend (into) – degenerate, deteriorate, decline. 
 come under – be subjected to. 
 pass around – circulate, pass on, spread around, 

pass from person to person. 
 come down – decline, reduce, lessen. 
 ramp up – increase (in amount or number). 
 take up on – to accept something (e.g. a 

challenge). 
 point out – identify, mention, indicate, draw 

attention to. 
 scale up – increase, expand, augment. 
 use up – take up, occupy. 
 call for – require, publicly ask/necessitate, 

demand. 
 rely on – depend on; resort to, have recourse to. 
 put forward – propose, introduce, submit, 

present. 
 pull off – achieve, succeed in, accomplish. 

 embark upon – start, begin, initiate. 
 hand over – pass, transfer, assign. 
 give in – capitulate, admit/concede defeat, give 

up, surrender, yield, submit, back down. 
 result in – cause, bring on, bring about, call forth, 

give rise to. 
 turn in – provide a particular quality performance. 
 get back to – come back to. 
 wake up – get up, come alive. 
 stand out – be noticeable, be visible, be obvious. 
 give up – discontinue, abandon, renounce, forgo. 
 pass by – move past (without being 

noticed/experienced by someone). 
 end up – come/appear, find oneself (to a 

particular course of action in the end). 
 reach out – contact someone to obtain/offer 

help/assistance/cooperation. 
 set aside – ignore, forget, shrug off, disregard, put 

aside. 
 account for – constitute, comprise, form, 

represent. 
 come up with – produce, put forward, 

present/submit. 
 draw upon – make use of, use, employ, utilize. 
 add to – increase, amplify, escalate, intensify. 
 turn up – increase, raise, intensify. 
 push back – oppose, resist, object, reject. 
 stand up to – defy, confront, challenge, oppose 

openly, resist. 
 speak out – express, articulate, communicate, 

convey, voice (something straightforwardly & 
publicly). 

 mask up – to wear a mask (face covering). 
 look around – look at, check on, examine, study. 
 build up – start, begin, develop. 
 give away – dispense, hand out, provide 

something freely. 
 carry out – conduct, perform, execute. 
 step in – act, take action, become involved, get 

involved. 
 draw up – prepare a plan of action in detail. 


